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BIM THERE, TOO

n his article “BIM There, Done

That” (August), Brian Barth states
that “a number of landscape architec-
ture firms have dabbled in BIM over
the past decade, but I've struggled to
find even one that incorporates it into
daily work flow.” We are happy to of-
fer one counterexample. At PGAde-
sign, we have been using Revit since
2010 and have completed more than
58 projects using the software.

Every piece of software has its limita-
tions, requiring landscape architects
to be creative and discover work-
arounds. Working in Revit allows
PGAdesign to seamlessly coordinate
with architects, which has been es-
pecially valuable with on-structure
multifamily housing projects.

We are busy advocating and asking
site furnishing companies to sup-
ply Revit files. We're happy that this
year companies such as Landscape
Forms have provided those files for
download on their websites.

Revit does have its shortcomings,
including the inability to link PDFs
and difficulty in modeling large sites.
Available 3-D tree libraries that show
up in a not-rendered “shade mode”
are far from optimal. Building these
libraries on our own has been a
struggle. We still rely on 3-D trees
placed in Photoshop.

Revit’s potential to improve coordina-
tion between disciplines, streamline
drafting and sheet layout, and orga-
nize product and plant information
has made it an indispensable part of
our daily work flow since 2010.

KAREN KROLEWSKI, ASLA
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA
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LAM welcomes letters from readers.
Letters may be edited and condensed.
Please e-mail comments to LAMletters
@asla.org or send via U.S. mail to:

AMERICAN SOCIETY

OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
636 EYE STREET NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20001-3736
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We have been supporting nature since 1994. Our modular system of trellis panels with mounting attachments
can be used to create green facades that blend seamlessly with the building envelope.

Call 800.450.3494 to discuss your project with an experienced team of greenscreen® project managers
or visit our website to request a quote or to view project galleries, applications, benefits, and more.
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